ANOTHER MODERN-DAY KINGHUNT

By Vern Stannard

In the following position white sets off on a fabulous kinghunt. Black’s defence was rather short-lived as he did not take the line of  longest resistance and so the many ways that black could be mated remained unrevealed. The game is Morozevich v. Mcshane 2001 and went:-

1.e4 c5, 2.Nf3 Nc6, 3.Bb5 g6, 4.0-0 Bg7, 5.c3 Nf6, 6.d4 cxd4, 7.cxd4 Nxe4, 8.d5 Nd6, 9.Na3 a6, 10.Qa4 Na7, 11.Bd3 0-0, 12.Re1 b5, 13.Qh4 Bb7,  14.Bh6 f6,15.Bxg7 Kxg7, 16.R(a)d1 N(7)c8, 17.Nc2 Nf7, 18.Ne3 N(8)d6, 19.Nd4 Re8, 20.Qh3 Rc8, 21.Bb1 Rc7, 22.f4 Qb8, 23.Rf1 Qa7, 24.Kh1 e6 [for 24…..Nc4 see second position], 25.f5 e5, 26.fxg6 hxg6 (26…..exd4, 27.Qxh7+ Kf6, 28.Nf5 mates).
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1.Qf3 f5 (1…..exd4, 2.Qxf6+ Kg8 [2…..Kf8, 3.Qxd6+ Re7, 4.Rxf7+ Kxf7, 5.Qxg6+ Kf8, 6.Rf1+ mates], 3.Qxg6+ Kf8, 4.Qxd6+ Re7, 5.Rxf1+ as before), 2.N(3)xf5 gxf5 (2…..Kf8, 3.Nxd6 Bxd5  [3…..Re7, 4.Qf6 mates], 4.Qxd5 Re6 [4…..Re7, 5.Rxf7+ Kg8, 6.Rxe7+ mates], 5.Rxf7+ Kg8, 6.Qf3 Rc1 [6…..Rxd6, 7.Re7 mates], 7.Rf8+ Kg7 [7…..Kh7, 8.Qh5+ mates], 8.Ne8+ Rxe8 [8…..Kh6, 9.Rh8+ Kg5, 10.h4++], 9.Qf6+ mates OR 2…..Kg8, 3.Nxd6 Nxd6, 3.Qf6 Re6, 5.Qf8+ Kh7, 5.Rf3 mates OR 2…..Kh7, 2.Nxd6 Nxd6, 4.Qh5+ mates OR 2…..Kh8, 3.Nxd6 Nxd6, 4.Qf6+ mates), 3.Nxf5+ Nxf5 (3…..Kf8, 4.Nxd6 Bxd5 [4…..Re7, 5.Qh5 mates], 5.Qxd5 Re6, 6.Rxf7+ Kg8, 7.Qe4 Rh6, 8.Qg4+ mates OR 3…..Kh8, 4.Qh5+ Kg8, 5.Qg6+ mates), 4.Qxf5 Bxd5 (4…..d6, 5.Qh7+ Kf8, 6.Qh6+ Ke7 [6…..Kg8, 7.Bh7+ Kh8, 8.Rxf7 Rxf7, 9.Bg6+ Kg8, 10.Bxf7+ Kxf7, 11.Qh7+ Kf6, 12.Rf1+ Kg5, 13.Rf5+ Kg4, 14.Qh5++], 7.Rxf7+ Kxf7 [7…..Kd8, 8.Qxd6+ mates], 8.Qh7+ Kf6, 9.Rf1+ as before), 5.Qh7+ Kf8, 6.Qh8+ Ke7, 7.Qf6+ Kf8, 8.Rxd5 d6, 9.Qxd6+ Kg8 (9…..R(e)e7, 10.Rxf7+ Kxf7, 11.Qg6+ Kf8, 12.Rd8+ mates OR 9…..R(7)e7, 10.Qh6+ Kg8, 11.Qh7+ mates), 10.Qg6+ Kf8, 11.Qh6+ Ke7 (11…..Kg8, 12.Qh7+ Kf8, 13.Qh8+ as follows in main line), 12.Qf6+ Kf8, 13.Qh8+ Ke7, 14.Rxe5+ Nxe5 (14…..Kd6, 15.Qf6+ Kd7, 16.Bf5+ mates), 15.Qf6+ Kd7, 16.Bf5+ Re6, 17.Qxe6+ Kd8, 18.Qd6+ Ke8 (18…..Nd7, 19.Bxd7 mates OR 18…..Rd7, Bxd7 mates),19.Qxe5+ Kf8 (19…..Kd8, 20. Qd6+ Rd7 [20…..Ke8, 21.Bd7+ mates], 21.Bxd7 mates), 20. Bd7+ Kg8, 21.Qg5+ Kh8, 22.Rf8+ Kh7, 23.Bf5++.
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1.N(d)f5+ Kh8 (1…..gxf5, 2.Nxf5+ Kh8 [2…..Kg8, 3.Qg3+ Ng5, 4.fxg5 Kh8, 5.g6 h5 [[5…..hxg6, 6.Qxg6 mates]], 6.g7+ mates],  3.Nd6 f5, 4.Qxf5 mates), 2.Nxc4 bxc4 (2…..Rxc4, 3.Nd6 f5 [3…..Rg8, 4.Nxf7+ Kg7, 5.d6 exd6 [[5…..e6, 6.Qh6+ Kxf7, 7.Qxh7+ Rg7, 8.Bg6+ IF 5…..Kxf7, 6.Qxh7+ Rg7, 7.Bxg6+ Kf8, 8.dxe7+]] 6.Qh6+ Kxf7, 7.Qxh7+ Ke6 [[7…..Rg7, 8.Bg6+ IF 7…..Kf8, 8.Rxd6]]  8.f5+ gxf5, 9.Bxf5+ Ke5, 10.Qe7++) , 4.Nxe8 Rc8, 5.Bxf5 gxf5, 6.Qxf5 Rxe8, 7.Qxf7), 3.Nd6 exd6 (3…..Rg8, 4.Nxf7+ Kg7, 5.d6 exd6, 6.Nxd6), 4.Bxg6 h6, 5.Bxf7 Kg7, 6.Qh5 Kf8 (6…..Rh8, 7.Qg6+ Kf8, 8.R(d)e1 OR 6…..Re3, 7.Qg6+ Lf8, 8.Qg8+ Ke7, 9.Qe8+ OR 6…..Rb8, 7.Qg6+ Kf8, 8.Qg8+ Ke7, 9.R(d)e1+ mates), 7.Bxe8 Ke7, 8.Qf7+ Kd8, 9.Qxf6+ Kc8, 10.Qxd6 Qc5, 11.Bxd7+ Kb8, 12.Qxc5 Rxc5, 13.d6.

