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IN A 1926 game between two unknown players in England, Black is a rook up in a messy position. White finishes much more than a rook down at the end, but wins in four or five moves (his first move is not 1 a8=Q).
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LAST week, I presented results from the Amber Rapid and Blindfold Tournament at Monaco (won by Kramnik and Morozevich) together with a superb win by Vallejo.

I looked over a few blindfold games but didn’t find one that merited selection for this column. Instead, here is a game which famed chess writer Irving Chernev calls The Immortal Blindfold Game.

It was played by Alekhine and I believe it was one of a number of blindfold games played simultaneously (Alekhine set  a record, since broken, of 32 blindfold games at once):



   

 ALEKHINE  -  SCHWARTZ






London 1926



                Kings Indian Defence: Yugoslav Variation


 1     d4   
Nf6  


 2     c4  
g6



 3     g3  
Bg7  


 4     Bg2  
O-O



 5     Nc3  
d6  


 6     Nf3  
Nc6(a)


 7     d5  
Na5  


 8     Qd3  
b6(b)


 9     Nd4
Nb7  


10    Nc6  
Qd7



11    O-O  
a5  


12    b3  
Nc5



13    Qc2 
Bb7  


14    h3  
Rae8



15    a3  
Bxc6  


16    dxc6
Qc8



17    b4  
axb 
  

18    axb  
Na6(c)


19    Ra4  
Nb8  


20    b5  
h6



21    Ra7  
e5  


22    Kh2  
Kh7



23    f4 
Re7
  

24    fxe 
Rxe5



25    Bf4  
R5e8(d)

26    Nd5  
Nxd5



27    Bxd5(e)  
Qd8


28    h4  
Qe7



29    e3 
Kh8(f)


30    Kg2(g)     f5



31    Re1
Kh7


32    e4

Be5




33    exf
gxf


34    c5!(h)
bxc5




35    b6
Rc8


36    Qc3!!
Rfe8



37    Bxe5
dxe5


38    Qxe5!!
Qxe5



39    Rxe5
Rxe5


40    Rxc7+
Rxc7



41    bxc7
Re8


42    cxb8=Q
Rxb8



43    Bxe6!  &  wins
a) The Panno Variation, which after White’s immediate attack on the knight transposes into the Yugoslav Variation.

b) Theory was somewhat sketchy on the Kings Indian, which was gaining popularity in the 1920s. The text leaves a gaping hole at c6 which White occupies to win the game: much better was 8…c5.

c) Resulting in the imprisonment of the knight but no better was 18…Nce4 19 Nb5 Nxg3! 20 Ra7! Nxf1 21 Rxc7 Qd8 22 Ra7! Winning

d) Not 25…Rh5 26 Nd5 Nxd5 27 cxd5 and the rook is trapped.

e) Much better than 27 cxd5 which blocks the bishop and immobilizes the pawn mass.

f) Planning 30…g5 winning a piece.

g) Now 30…g5 is met by 31 hxg hxg 32 Rh1+ and wins.

h) The start of a 12-move combination which leads to two promotions and the win of a piece.

A REMINDER to players (including non-CAWA members) that chess will again be one of the sports at the WA Masters Games in Albany (April 24, 25). Allegro and 10 minute lightning events will be played. Players over 35 of all standards are welcome.Inquiries: Gary Taylor, 9277 8559.

2003 WA Grand Prix champion Tim Hare (5/6) was relatively untroubled in winning the Gufeld Cup (19 players) held over Easter. Equal 2nd
were David Ellis and Andrew Hardegen (4.5) who both recovered from bad starts. Under-1800 winners were Joel Octaviano and Gordon Dunlop (4) and Under-1400 winners were Naison Jones and Yita Choong (3).

SOLUTION:  1 Qxa1!! Bxa1=Q 2 a8=Q! Qxa8 (2…Qd1 3 Qa2+) 3 Bc4+ Qd5 4 Bxd5++. Black lasts an extra move with 2…Qf6 3 Qd5+ Qf7 4 Bc4! Qxd5 5 Bxd5++. Black’s undeveloped rook was a liability not an asset.      
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