CHESS   Sat 15 May 2004                                 David Ellis  92761822  /  openfile@bigpond.com       1

Three spectacular sacrifices (2 deflection, 1 clearance) lead to a 4 move White mate in Mistra-Cyborowski (Polish Champ. 2004):
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Readers may be able to recall an article from this column in February highlighting the remarkable achievements of the young Magnus Carlson from Norway.  Magnus recently gained his 3rd GM tournament norm (over 2600 performance) at the Dubai Open and at 13 years, 3 months & 27 days became the 2nd youngest ever GM.  Australia has only 2 GMs, Ian Rogers & Darryl Johansen, who are now both in their 40s, and the chess community has been hoping for years for further additions to this meagre total.  The Australian Chess Federation has set up Junior Training Squads & has gained sponsorship for other initiatives involving the most promising of the country’s younger players in efforts to increase this total.  Most hope for future GMs seems to lie with a group of teenage & early 20s players headed by IM David Smerdon who is currently  rated 8th in Australia.  His ability is clearly seen in the following game which I saw in an Ian Rogers’ article in the ACF weekly newsletter: 



    DAVID  SMERDON  -  GARETH  OLIVER



                2004 Australian Young Masters



             French Defence:  Steinitz Variation



 1     e4   
e6  


 2     Nc3  
d5



 3     d4  
Nf6  


 4     e5  
Nfd7



 5     f4  
c5  


 6     Nf3  
Nc6



 7     Be3  
cxd  


 8     Nxd4  
Bc5



 9     Qd2 
a6  


10    0-0-0  
0-0



11    Qf2  
Nxd4  


12    Bxd4  
Qc7



13    Bd3  
b5  


14    Qh4!  
h6(a)



15    Ne2  
b4  


16    g4  
a5



17    g5  
Ba6(b)  

18    gxh  
g6



19    Qg5  
Bxd3  


20    Rxd3  
Rfc8(c)



21    Bxc5  
Qxc5  


22    h7+  
Kh8



23    Nd4  
a4?(d)  

24    f5!! 
Qc4?(e)



25    fxg!  
Qxd3


26    g7+  
Kxh7



27    g8=Q+!  
Rxg8


28    Qh5+  
Kg7



29    cxd3  
resigns(f)

a)  Better than 14...g6 which has resulted in a number of losses recently in GM chess.

b)  Logical – exchanging off a key attacking piece – but 17...b3  18 axb, a4 would have accelerated Black’s attack.

c)  Black has no time for 20...Kh7 (21 h4, Rfc8  22 h5, Bxd4  23 hxg+! fxg6  24 Qe7+ mating).

d)  Again 23...b3!  24 axb, a5 when Black’s attack keeps pace with White’s.

e)  A miscalculation, Black’s only chance lay with 24...a3 (not 23...exf  25 e6, fxe  26 Rg1 winning) 25 b3, Qc7!  26 fxg, Qxe5.

f) An imppressive win by Smerdon who won the tounament with 8/9 (+7, =2), 2.5 pts ahead of the 2 runners-up.

The Foundation Day Weekender (WA Grand Prix) will NOT be held at the Kings Hotel but at Applecross High School Staff Room, Links Rd., Ardross.  Sessions: Sat 6 June 1-7.30pm, Sun 7 June 10.30am – 5pm. Enquiries Andrzej Patron 9302 5194.

Darryl Johansen has been selected by the ACF to play in the forthcoming World Knock-Out Championship (128 players) in Libya.

SOLUTION:  1 Bb5!! (deflecting the Black queen from the 7th rank) 1...Qxb5  2 Rxg6! (clearing a diagonal for the White queen) 2...fxg6  3 Qxh5+! (deflecting the Black bishop from its blockade of the g file) 4 Rg7++. 

