CHESS   Sat 7 May, 2005
                                  David  Ellis   9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com         1

I have chosen the position below for its similarity of theme to the combination in today’s game: Seirawan-Kogan 1990 – White to play & win (4 moves):
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Fifty-two players in 5 divisions competed in the 2005 Metropolitan Club Championships.  The winner of the A Division was Robert Maris (7/9) followed by David Ellis (6) & Leon Taylor & John Fedec (5.5).  Twelve year old Yita Choong continued his rapid rise, winning Division B with 9/11 (+7, =4) ahead of  Daniel van Heerdon (8) & Natalie Maris (7.5). Other top places: Division C – 1st=  Tom Bell & Kelvin Taylor (8.5/11), 3rd= Ryan Humphries & Mike McGregor (8):  Division D – 1st Adam Keshwar (undefeated on 9.5/11), 2nd Robert Leeson:  Division E – 1st Ben Motu (8/9), 2nd George Wong (7.5), 3rd Jon Prunty (7).  Today’s game is one I played in this year’s Metro Championship against Wolfgang Leonhardt, 8 times WA Champion between 1954 & 1972, with whom I have had a number of close tussles since his return from NZ about 5 years ago:



                 David  Ellis   -   Wolfgang  Leonhardt



                    2005 Metropolitan Championship



                             Symmetrical English



 1    Nf3  
Nf6  


 2    g3  
g6



 3    Bg2  
Bg7  


 4    0-0  
0-0



 5    c4  
c5  


 6    Nc3  
Nc6



 7    a3  
d6(a)  


 8    Rb1  
Bf5



 9    d3  
Qd7(b)  

10   Re1  
Bh3



11   Bh1  
h6  


12   b4  
Ng4



13   Nd5  
Nge5?


14   Nxe5  
dxe5(c)



15   bxc  
f5  


16   f4(d) 
e6



17   Qa4!(e)
Rfd8  


18   Rxb7! 
Qxb7



19   Qxc6! 
Qf7 


20   fxe 
Bxe5(f)



21   Nf4  
Rac8  


22   Qxe6  
Bxf4



23   Qxf7+  
Kxf7  


24   Bxf4  
Rxc5  

25 Bd5+(g)  


a)  Continuing to imitate White leads to an inferior position – 7...a6  8 Rb1, Rb8  9 b4, cxb  10 axb, b5  11 cxb, axb  12 d4, d5  13 Ne5! Nxe5  14 dxe5, Ng4  15 Nxd5, Nxe5  16 Bg5, f6  17 Bf4.

b) Planing to swap the white-square bishops prior to attacking king-side. White will avoid the exchange, leaving his own bishop controlling the long diagonal while its opposite number remains out of play.

c)  If 14...Nxe5  15 bxc, dxc  16 Rxb7! Qxb7  17 Nf6+.

d)  Halting Black’s kingside advance & entombing his bishop on h3.

e) After 17 Nb4 Black gets play on the kingside with 17...exf.  Now if 17...exd5  18 cxd, Nb8 White can continue with 19 Qxd7, Nxd7  20 Be3 or 19 c6, bxc6  20 dxc, Qc8  21 Rb7 threatening 22 Qb3+, Kh8  23 Rxg7! Kxg7  24 Qb7+ (21...Kh8 can be met by 22 Bb2).

f) If the immediate 20...Rac1  21 Qa6, Bxe5 (not 21...exd5?  22 Bxe5, Rxd5  23 Qxc8+) 22 c6.

g) 25 Bxh6 would allow 25...Rb8 with some play though after 26 Bd5+ White’s dominating bishops should ensure victory. Black now played 25...Rcxd5 hoping the opposite coloured squared bishops would give him chances of a draw. White now won slowly but not very methodically: 26 cxd5, Rxd5  27 Bxh6, Ra5 (27...Rb5 or ...Rc5 would be better) 28 Ra1, Bg4  29 Kf2, Ra4  30 h4, Ra5  31 Be3, Ke6  32 Ra2, Kd5  33 a4, Ke6  34 Bd2, Ra6  35 a5, Kd5  36 Rc2, Bh5  37 Bb4, Ke6  38 Rc7, Kd5  39 Rd7+, Ke6  40 Re7+, Kd5  41 Rc7, Ke6  42 Rc2 (The rook foray has gained nothing except extra time on the clock) 42...Kd5  43 Rc5+, Ke6  44 Bc3, Kd7  45 Re5 (defending the e pawn, freeing the king – if now 45...Re6  46 Rxe6, Kxe6  47 e4!) 45...Kd6  46 Re8, Kd7  47 Re5, Kd6  48 d4 (at last!) 48...Kc6  49 Ke3, Kd7  50 d5, Kd8  51 Bb4, Bg4  52 Kd4, Bh3  53 Kc5, Bf1?  54 Kb5 Black resigns (55...Rf6  56 Be7+).

The Metropolitan Club’s Open Tournament will be held over 7 successive Thursdays, 19 May to 30 June.  Venue Drabble House, Webster St., Nedlands, start time 7.45, time limit 90 mins.  Prizes: 1st, 2nd, 3rd + 6 rating prizes. Entry numbers limited to about 64 so get in entries ASAP.  Enquiries Kelvin Taylor 9381 7854 (h), 9528 0243 (w). 

SOLUTION: 1 Bxe6+!! Bxe6  2 Qf8+! Kxf8  3 Nxe6+, Kf7  4 Nxc7.

