CHESS   Sat June 25, 2005                                      David  Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com       1

Quite an easy problem this week (C J Morse 1992). White to play & mate in 2.
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A month ago I reported on Topalov’s victory in the ‘Supergrandmaster’ Sofia tournament which comprised 5 of the world’s top 7 players (+ no.19).  It was certainly no disgrace to finish last even if you are Classical World Champion Vladimir Kramnik or runner-up in the FIDE World Championship Michael Adams who is about to take on World Computer Chess Champion Hydra in London. Here is one of their two Sofia games and, while Adam’s technique in winning is superb, what is remarkable is the depth of Kramnik’s thought as he pulls out of an intended sequence of moves following a sacrifice, seeing a clear loss after a 12 move calculation:



              Michael  Adams   -   Vladimir  Kramnik



                           Sofia 2005, Round 3



                               Petroffs Defence



 1    e4   
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nf6



 3    Nxe5  
d6  


 4    Nf3  
Nxe4



 5    d4  
d5  


 6    Bd3  
Nc6



 7    0-0  
Be7  


 8    c4  
Nb4



 9    Be2  
0-0 


10   Nc3  
Bf5



11   a3  
Nxc3  


12   bxc3  
Nc6



13   Re1  
Re8  


14   cxd  
Qxd5



15   Bf4  
Rac8(a) 

16   Bg3(b)  
Bf6



17   Nd2  
Qa5  


18   Qc1  
Bxd4!?



19   cxd4  
Nxd4  


20   Bc4  
Nc2(c)



21   Rxe8+  
Rxe8 


22   Rb1  
Re1+



23   Qxe1  
Nxe1 


24   Rxe1(d)
Kf8(e)



25   Nf3  
f6  


26   Rd1  
Qc5



27   Bf1  
Ke8


28   Nd4  
Bd7



29   Rd3  
a5  


30   h3  
b5



31   Nb3  
Qxa3  


32   Bxc7  
a4






33   Bd6  
Qb2  


34   Nc5  
a3?(f)



35   Re3+  
Kf7  


36   Nd3!  
Qb1



37   Bxa3  
Be6  


38   Nf4  
b4



39   Bxb4  
Qxb4  


40   Nxe6  
g6   



41   g3   
resigns

a) The Petroff, used extensively by Karpov against Kasparov, provides excellent chances for gaining a draw. This is currently the main line.

b) This new move is an example of PROPHYLAXIS, meeting a threat before it is made, in this case (after 16 c4) 16...Qe4 attacking the bishop.

c) Kramnik had planned 20...Rxe1+  21 Qxe1, Nc2  22 Qe7, Nxa1  23 Bxf7+, Kh8  24 Be5! Qxd2  25 Bxg7+! Kxg7  26 Be8+, Kh6  27 Qf8+, Kg5  28 f4+! Kxf4 (28...Kg4  29 Bh5+!) 29 Qh6+, Ke5  30 Qxd2, Rxe8  31 Qe2+, Be4  32 Qh5+ winning the rook. Fortunately a different sequence allows him to fight on.

d) The disparity of material, queen & extra pawns v rook & 2 pieces, provides a fascinating struggle. I recall an Australian Championship game in 1975-6 against the Australian legend Garry Koshnitsky when I only just held the game against his queen & menacing pawns. The most famous example is the Smyslov-Reshevsky, USSR-USA Radio Match 1945. 

e) Better wa 24...Be6! (25 Nf3, Qxa3).

f) Losing his greatest asset, the passed a pawn.

The 2005 WA Championship starts on Sunday July 3rd.  Venue is Legacy House, 64 Mill Point Rd., South Perth & entries must be in to Norbert Muller by Friday 1st July.  Enquiries 94099579. 

SOLUTION:  1 c8=N! (not 1 c8=Q? threatening 2 Qc4# - 1... Qc6!). Black is now in Zugzwang & wherever the queen moves one of the 3 knights will mate.

