CHESS   Sat  4  March  2006
                                David  Ellis   9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com      2   


SOUTH  WEST  OPEN  POSTPONED.  Unfortunately the venue for the South West Open, planned for 11/12 March, is unavailable and the event has had to be postponed.

 A problem by S P Tsirulik 1956, White to play and mate in three (3 main variations): 
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The annual Linares Super GM tournament has this year been split between Morelia (Mexico) and Linares (Spain).  With half the event concluded top rated FIDE champion Veselin Topalov has found himself in the unacustomed position of a tailender with 2.5/7.  Peter Leko leads with 5/7.




Peter  Svidler   -   Veselin  Topolov




Super GM  Morelia / Linares, Rd.1




Ruy Lopez, Berlin Defence




 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3
Nc6




 3    Bb5  
Nf6 


 4    0-0  
Nxe4




 5    d4  
Nd6 


 6    Bxc6  
dxc6




 7    dxe5  
Nf5  


 8    Qxd8+ 
Kxd8(a)




 9    Nc3  
Ne7  


10   h3  
Ng6




11   Bg5+  
Ke8 


12   Rad1  
Bd7




13   Nd4  
h6(b) 


14   Be3  
h5(c)




15   f4  
h4 


16   f5!  
Nxe5




17   f6! 
Rh5(d) 

18   Ne4  
g6




19   Bf4(e) 
c5 


20   Nf3 
Nxf3+

21 Rxf3  
Be6


22   Rfd3!(f) 
c4

23   R3d2 
c6 


24   Ng5
Bc5+

25   Kh2
Bd5 


26   Re2+ 
Kf8

27   Rde1(g)    b5 


28   c3  
a5

29   a3  
Rc8 


30   g4  
hxg3+

31   Kxg3(h)   
Be6


32   h4  
Kg8

33   Re5  
Bf8(i) 


34   Nxe6  
fxe6

35   Rd1  
Rh7 


36   Rxe6 
Rb7

37   Re4(j)  
Kf7 


38   Bg5  
Re8

39   Rxe8 
Kxe8 


40   Kg4  
Rh7

41   Re1+ 
Kd7 


42   a4  
bxa4

43   Re5 
c5 


44   Bf4  
Rh8

45   Bg3  
Bh6 


46   Re7+  
Kc6

47   Bf4!  
Bxf4  


48   Kxf4
Rh5

49   Re5!  
Rxh4+ 


50   Kg5  
Rh5+

51   Kxg6!(k)

a)  The seemingly uninviting Berlin Defence made a comeback with its adoption by Kramnik in his successful challenge to Kasparov.  It gives Black a passive position but one difficult to exploit without queens.

b)  If 13...Nxe5  14 Rfe1 will soon regain the pawn with an improved position.

c)  14...Nxe5 leads to a dangerous opening of lines after 15 Rfe1, f6  16 Nb3.

d)  17...gxf  18 Ne4, Be7  19 Nxf6+ leaves Black’s king exposed.

e)  Threatens 20 g4! hxg  21 Nxg3 attacking the rook which defends the knight.

f)  22 Bxc7, Rd5 would ease Black’s troubles.

g)  Contrast the effectiveness of the White and Black rooks.

h)  White can plan to exchange bishops with Bc7!/a5/b4.

i)  33...Bd6 is met by 34 Rxe6!.

j)  Stopping 37...b4.

k) A fitting winning tactical ploy – the White king will prevent the rook from attacking the passed pawn.  The game concluded 51...Rxe5  52 f7, Re6+  53 Kg5 (not 53 Kf5? Re1!) 53...Re5+  54 Kg4, Re4+  55 Kg3, Re3+  56 Kf2, a3  57 f8=Q, axb2  58 Qc8+, Kb5  59 Qb7+, Ka4  60 Kxe3  60...Ka3  61 Qb5, a4  62 Qxc5+, Kb3  63 Qb4+, Kc2  64 Qxa4+, Kxc3  65 Qa5+, Kc2  66 Qf5+, Kc1  67 Qf1+, Black resigns).

SOLUTION:  1 Bh1 (threat 2 Qf3 / 3 Qg2# - 1 Qf3? is met by 1...h1=Q): if 1...Kxh1  2 Qf1+, Bg1  3 Qf3#:  if 1...Bf4  2 Qxf4, Kxh1  3 Qf1#:  if 1...Bf2  2 Qb1+, Be1  3 Qxe1# - a problem of technical perfection with such scanty material!

.

