CHESS    Sat 25 March 2006                                David Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com       1

 I mentioned a fortnight ago that the 2006 Chess Olympiad will be held from May 20 to June 4 in Turin which recently hosted the Winter Olympics.  The venue is the stadium used for the figure ice-skating, an area of 21,000 sq mtrs.  Australia’s Open team is Ian Rogers, David Smerdon, Darryl Johansen, Zong-Yuan Zhao, Gary Lane, Aleks Wohl and the Women’s team Irina Berezina, Anastasia Sorokina, Laura Moylan, Arianne Caoili.

The problem and game this week both feature Australia’s number 1, GM Ian Rogers.  In the position below (Parimaryan-Rogers, Essent Open Oct 05) Black considers 1...a5.  Is this move good or bad (4 moves)?
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                   ROGERS   -   SUSILODINATA




                    Queensland Classic, NZ, Jan 06




                     Queens Gambit, Slav Defence




 1    d4  
d5 


 2    c4  
c6




 3    Nf3  
Nf6 


 4    Nc3 
dxc




 5    a4  
Bf5 


 6    Ne5 
Nbd7




 7    Nxc4 
Nb6 


 8    Ne5 
a5




 9    f3 

Nfd7


10   Nxd7 
Nxd7




11   e4 

Bg6  


12   Be3 
Qb6




13   Qd2 
e5 


14   dxe 
Bc5




15   Bxc5 
Nxc5(a)  

16   Qd6!! 
Qxb2




17   Nd5! 
Qxa1+ 


18   Kf2 
Qb2+




19   Kg3 
cxd5(b) 

20   Bb5+ 
Qxb5




21   axb5 
Ne6(c) 

22   exd 
Rd8




23   Qb6 
Rxd5 


24   Qxb7 
Rd7




25   Qc8+ 
Ke7!(d) 

26   Qxh8  
Rd8




27   Qxd8+ 
Nxd8 


28   Ra1 
Bf5(e)




29   Rxa5   
Bc8 


30   Kf2  
Kd7




31   Ke3 
Kc7 


32   Kd4 
Kb6




33   Ra8 
Kb7 


34   Ra1 
Kb6




35   Kc4(f)

a)  Although a pawn down and with a buried bishop, Black is ahead in development, can castle and threatens ...Rd8 & ...Nb3.  However White’s brilliant reply exposes Black’s black square weakness and traps the king in the centre.  If now 16...Rd8, 17 Nd5! gives White a strong positional advantage.

b)  If 19...Nd7  White recovers lost material with 20 Nc7+ while maintaining a dominating position.  

c)  Black’s uncorordinated pieces spell trouble.

d)  Resourceful play!

e)  To halt the b pawn Black must get his bishop in action. 

f)  Rook & 2 pawns are nearly always more than a match for bishop & knight in the endgame.  Black hung on gamely but lost after 77 moves – 35...Be6+  36 Kb4, Nb7  37 Ra6+, Kc7  38 Rc6+, Kd7  39 Rc3, Bd5  40 g3, g6  41 f4, h5  42 b6, Bc6  43 Rc1, Bf3  44 Rc7+, Ke6  45 Rc3, Be4  46 Kb5, Nd8  47 Ka6, Bg2  48 Ka7, Nc6+  49 Kb7! Nxe5+  50 Kc7, Ng4  51 h3, Nf6  52 Re3+ (appears killing – 52...Kf5  53 Re5# - but Black again finds a recource) 52...Kd5  53 b7, Kd4  54 b8=Q, Nd5+  55 Kd8, Nxe3  56 Qa7+, Kd3  57 Qxf7, Be4  58 g4! hxg  59 hxg, Ke2  60 f5! gxf  61 g5 & wins.

If you are Under 18 or a senior with a rating Under 1600 get along to Legacy House by 12.30 today for the WA Junior Allegro (1-6pm) or the Kingsley U1600 Open (today 1-6pm, tomorrow 11am – 4pm).  Enquiries 9398 4242, 9271 1006, 9274 7338 (Allegro), 9409 9579 (Kingsley)

Entries to the 2006 WACKO (WA Chess Knock-Out) Tournament should be submitted by 27 March.  Enquiries Haydn Barber 9398 4242.

SOLUTION: Rogers played 1...a5! and after 2 Nc3! Rxa3  3 Nd5+, exd5  4 Rxa3, axb had a winning endgame.

