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White to play and win (Anand-Leko 1994, 5 moves). Besides his weak pawns and bad bishop Black has a glaring defect in his position - can you spot it?
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Viswanathan Anand (India) is the new world champion after coming first in the World Championship Tournament in Mexico City (13 – 30 Sept.).  This is only the second time the championship has been won in tournament play (Playing four games against Smyslov, Keres, Reshevsky and Euwe at Moscow and the Hague in 1948, Botvinnik became champion following the death of Alekhine in 1946). Anand scored 9/14 (+4 =10) a point ahead of defending champion Vladimir Kramnik (Russia) and Boris Gelfand (Israel), both with +3 =10 -1.  Other scores: Peter Leko 7, Peter Svidler 6.5, Alexander Morozevich & Levon Aronin 6, Alexander Grischuk 5.5.  For those interested in statistics – 28 games were drawn, White won 12 and Black won two.  Here is a game which had a considerable bearing on the final outcome, Kramnik’s only loss:
Alexander Morozevich  -  Vladimir Kramnik

2007 World Championship, Round 9

Queens Pawn, Benoni Defence

1.c4          c5 

2.Nc3    g6

3.e3          Bg7 
4.d4       Nf6

5.d5          0-0 

6.Nf3     e6

7.Be2       exd

8.cxd      d6

9.0-0        Bg4 
10.h3      Bxf3

11.Bxf3    Nbd7 
12.a4       a6(a)
13.g4        c4 

14.Be2    Rc8

15.g5        Ne8 
16.f4       Qe7

17.Ra3     Rc5 

18.Bf3     Ra5(b)
19.Bd2     Nc5(c) 
20.Qe2    Nb3

21.Ne4     Nxd2(d) 
22.Qxd2  Qd8

23.Qb4     b5 

24.axb     Rxb5

25.Qxc4   Qb6 
26.Qc6!   Bxb2

27.Qxb6   Rxb6 
28.Ra2     Bg7

29.Rc1      h6(e) 
30.h4        hxg

31.hxg      f6 

32.Rc6!    Rxc6

33.dxc6    fxg 

34.Nxg5   Nc7

35.Rd2     Rd8 
36.Bg4     Bc3(f)
37.Rd3     Ba5 
38.Kg2     d5

39.e4        d4 

40.e5        Bb6

41.Rb3     Rb8 
42.Rh3!    Ba5
43.Rh6     Rb2+
44.Kg3     Be1+
 
45.Kf3     d3 

46.Rxg6+ Kf8

47.Rd6     d2 

48.Ke4     resigns (g)
a) In the standard Benoni White’s e pawn is on e4 defending the d pawn with possibilities of advancing to e5 in some lines. On e3 it blocks the queen’s bishop but makes the other bishop more active and is less of a target.  Above all it takes Kramnik out of his comfort zone.

b) 18…b5 loses a pawn to 19.axb axb 20.Ra7 Qd8 (21.Bg4 was threatened) 21.Nxb5! Rxb5 22.Qa4.

c) Speculative is 19…b5 20.Nxb5! axb5 21.Bxa5 Bxb2 22.Ra2 Qxe3+ 23.Kh1 c3 24.axb Ng7.

d) 21…Rxd5 22.Qxc4 Nxd2 23.Qxd5 Bxb2 24.Qxd2 Bxa3 25.Rb1 with advantage.

e) White is later able to use the open h file.

f) 36…Kf8 loses to 37.Ne6+.

g) Black loses a knight or is mated.

The Elwood Bendigo Bank Open Tournament (7 round Swiss, 90min + 30 sec) will be held in St Kilda Nov 3,4 & 6.  There are attractive prizes and GM Daryl Johansen is an early entrant. Enquiries John Kara 03 9327 2831, 0401572549, www.global1t.com/chess.
SOLUTION: White has a combination taking advantage of the unprotected state of the Black queen liable to a discovered attack by a knight move: 1.Rxe7! Rxe7 2.Rxe7 Kxe7 3.Nd5+ Ke6 (the king must defend the queen) 4.Nc7+ Ke5 5.Qd5#.
