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   Looking at the position below, one might 
   expect a long drawn out struggle with 
   White endeavouring to make her extra 
   pawn tell.  However top French female 
   Marie Sebag, opposed to Russian GM 
   Ivan Popov, finds a mate in three moves:
The Sebag-Popov game was played in the 2008 Aeroflot Open (Moscow) which was won by Ian Nepomniachtchi with 7/9 (it must be as difficult to beat him as pronounce his name!).  In all 432 players competed in the four graded sections.  The popularity of chess and the strength of players in Russia is well known and is due in no small measure to Mikhael Tchigorin (1850-1908) who was the first Russian to compete successfully internationally and who twice played matches for the world title against Steinitz, losing 6.5-10.5 and 10.5-12.5.  His brilliant miniature below shows the danger of early castling with a blocked centre when one’s opponent is able to pawn-storm your castled position:

          V Knorr - M Chigorin 

           St. Petersburg,  1874

            Giuocco Pianissimo  

1.e4 
     e5 

2.Nf3       Nc6 

3.Bc4 
     Bc5 
4.d3         Nf6 

5.0-0(a)    d6 

6.Bg5       h6 

7.Bh4(b)   g5 

8.Bg3       h5!! 

9.Nxg5      h4! 
10.Nxf7   hxg3! 

11.Nxd8    Bg4 
12.Qd2     Nd4 

13.Nc3      Nf3+! 
14.gxf3    Bxf3 

White resigns (c) 
a) Better is 5.c3 or 5.Nc3 when play might continue 5…d6 6.Bg5 h6 6.bxf6 Qxf6 7.Nd5 Qd8 8.c3.

b) A serious error as Black can carry out a non-stoppable pawn storm.

c) Mate is unavoidable.
Another game with a salutary lesson, this time on the danger of bringing the queen out early.  No names were given in my source, Neil McDonald’s ‘Modern Chess Miniatures’, but he does inform readers that the game was played in the USSR Junior Championships and that the girl player in undertaking her disastrous queen foray was following a suggestion of her coach Vladimir Zak whose pupils had included Spassky and Korchnoi: 

           Kings Gambit: Falkbeer Counter Gambit


1.e4          e5 

2.f4              d5 


3.exd        e4 

4.Nc3           Nf6 


5.Qe2       Bg4 
6.Qb5+?       Nbd2


7.h3(a)     a6 

8.Qa4            b5


9.Qa5       Nxd5! 
10.Bxb5(b)   axb5

11.Qxb5   Nxc3 
12.dxc3        Qh4+


White resigns

a) Qxb7 now or next move gives Black an overwhelming position with a massive lead in development and open lines.
b) If 10. Nxd5 Qh4+ mates or 10.hxg4 Bb4 wins the queen.
The mention of Spassky, who lost his world title to Bobby Fischer in 1972, reminded me of a report on Fischer’s death and funeral in Reyjkavik, Iceland, where Fischer won the world crown and where he spent his last years. Boris Spassky sent the following message:

       “ Dear all, I regret deeply that I can not attend but would like the following message from me to be read at the Ceremony:

        ‘Consider that I am with you.
        ‘We are with Bobby and he is with us for ever.
        ‘Bobby was my Brother.’ ”
SOLUTION: 1.Kf3!! (imprisoning the Black king & threatening 2.g4#) 1…Rxe8 2.Rg7 – now 3.g4# cannot be stopped.

