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As promised a second week of pawn promotion


problems and early positional queen sacrifices.  


Firstly a position from Suba-Beliavsky 2008.  


Find how White ensures a pawn promotion.  


You will have to look 12 moves ahead but pick 

the first surprise move and the following moves 

run like clockwork:
Now the early queen sacrifice and there’s no one better than Alexei Shirov, one of the few remaining romantics in top class chess, to produce a cavalcade of sacrifices which unfortunately, like last week’s game, prove only sufficient for a draw


         A Shirov – S Karjakin 



     2008 Aerosvit Foros (Rd 6) 


         QG Semi Slav: Anti Moscow Gambit


1.d4 

d5 

2.c4 

c6 


3.Nf3 

Nf6 

4.Nc3 

e6 


5.Bg5 

h6 

6.Bh4 

dxc4 


7.e4 

g5 

8.Bg3 

b5 


9.Be2 

Bb7 

10.0–0 
Nbd7 


11.Ne5 
Bg7 

12.Nxf7!? 
Kxf7 


13.e5 

Nd5 

14.Ne4

Qb6 


15.Nd6+ 
Ke7 

16.Bg4 
h5(a) 


17.Bxh5 
Raf8 

18.Qg4 
Bh6 


19.h4 

Rhg8 

20.hxg5 
Bxg5       


21.Ne4(b) 
Ne3!(c) 
22.Qxg5+!(d) 
Rxg5             

23.Bh4 
Kd8(e) 
24.fxe3 
Rh8       


25.Bxg5+ 
Kc7 

26.Bg4 
c5!       

27.dxc5 
Nxc5 

28.Rf7+ 
Kb8 

29.Nd6 
Rg8 

30.Raf1! 
Rxg5 


31.Rf8+
Kc7 

32.R1f7+ 
Nd7 


33.Rxd7+! 
Kxd7 

34.Rf7+ 
Kd8(f)  


35.Rf8+ 
Kd7 

36.Rf7+ 
draw(g) 

a) 16...Raf8 17.Qc2 Qxd4 18.Qg6 Qxg4 19.Qxg7+ Kd8 20.Nxb7+ was Topalov-Kramnik, Corus Wijk aan Zee 2008, when Topalov uncorked the amazing 12.Nxf7 idea and won a brilliant game. The text deflects the bishop’s attack on e6. 
b) A good alternative is 21.Bh4 Bxh4 22.Qxh4+ N7f6 23.Rfe1 Kd7 when Black's position looks shaky but Shirov cannot resist giving up his queen. 
c) If 21...Qxd4 22.Rad1 Nxe5 23.Rxd4 Nxg4 24.Bd6+ wins.

d) Not 22.fxe3 as 22…Bxe3+ wins the queen. 
e) Black is lost if he is greedy: 23...Nxf1 24.Bxg5+ Nf6 25.exf6+ Kd8 26.Nc5 Kc8 27.Rxf1 and the f pawn will win a rook.
f) If 34…Kc6 35.Bf3+ Kc5 36.Rxb7 Qa5 37.Ne4+ wins easily
g) ‘A wild game, typical of Planet Shirov, a faraway world that most players will never visit and where the philosophy is never to take material back when you can sacrifice more.’ (Malcolm Pein)
How would you like to take on one of Australia’s three grandmasters?  Darryl Johansen is in Perth June 23 to July 2 and besides visiting clubs will take on all comers at Legacy House tomorrow and Sunday. See CAWA website cawa.org.au or enquire Haydn Barber 9398 4242.

The WA Championship will be played on nine successive Sundays commencing on July 6.  See CAWA website or contact Haydn Barber (details above). Please submit entry by 29 July (late entry will entail an additional fee). 
SOLUTION: If White’s attacked bishop moves to f3 1…Kf2 threatens 2...Bc6+ forcing 2.Bd1 when Black can again play …Ke1.  To make use of his 3-2 pawn majority White jettisons his bishop with 1.g5!  Best play is then 1…fxg (1…hxg? 2.h6) 2.fxg Kxd1 3.gxh Ba4 4.Ke5 (not 4.h7? Bc2+) 4…Bc2 5.Kf6 Kc1 6.Kg7 Kb2 7.h7 Bxh7 8.Kxh7 Kxa3 9.Kg6 Kb3 10.h6 a4 11.h7 a3 12.ah8=Q & wins.
