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The two week Amber Blindfold and Rapid-Play tournament in Nice which includes the top eight players in the world finishes this week.  In the Blindfold games competitors type in moves on a computer displaying an empty board.  The Amber event has made Blindfold chess a serious competitive activity where previously it was mainly a means of demonstrating amazing feats of memory and imagination by experts taking on a host of players simultaneously.  In 1960 a Hungarian master Janos Flesch lost only 3 games out of 52 played blindfold simultaneously.  
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  In the position below George Koltanowski,

    perhaps the most famous of all blindfold

     players, is a piece and two pawns down,

       but wins prettily in a blindfold simul

           display in Antwerp in 1929

            (White to play – 4 moves)
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Now two 19th century blindfold wins.  Firstly by Daniel Starbuck, considered the best US blindfold player of his day who died tragically at the age of 27:


D. F. M. Starbuck (blindfold)  -  H. F. Cooke   


                        Chicago 1883


      Kings Gambit Accepted, Muzio Gambit


1.e4 

e5 

2.f4 

exf


3.Nf3 

g5 

4.Bc4 

g4


5.0-0 

gxf3 

6.Qxf3 
Qf6


7.e5 

Qxe5 

8.Bxf7+ 
Kxf7


9.d4 

Qxd4+ 
10.Be3 
Qf6


11.Nc3 
Ke8 

12.Nd5 
Qf7


13.Bxf4 
Na6 

14.Rae1+ 
Be7


15.Qc3 
Qxd5 

16.Qxh8 
d6


17.Rxe7+! 
Kxe7 

18.Qg7+ 
Ke8


19.Re1+ 
Kd8 

20.Bg5+ 
resigns

And now a blindfold win by Samuel Rosenthal (1837-1902) who was born in Poland but settled in Paris:

          Samuel Rosenthal (blindfold) – Several Amateurs




     Paris 1887



      Evans Gambit Accepted


1.e4 

e5 

2.Nf3 

Nc6

3.Bc4 

Bc5 

4.b4 

Bxb4 


5.c3 

Ba5 

6.d4 

exd


7.0-0 

Nge7 

8.Ng5 

Ne5


9.Bb3 

dxc 

10.f4 

Bb6+


11.Kh1 
c2 

12.Qh5!! 
g6


13.fxe5! 
gxh5 

14.Bxf7+ 
Kf8


15.Ne6+! 
dxe6 

16.Bh6#

In Sao Paulo in 1925 Richard Reti broke the then world blindfold simul record by playing 29 boards.  When the Czech Grandmaster left the playing hall he left his familiar green briefcase behind.  As it was returned to him he exclaimed, “Oh thank you, I have such a bad memory.”  Reti’s notorious absentmindedness led fellow Grandmaster Savielly Tartakower to remark, “Where Reti’s briefcase is, there Reti isn’t.” 

SOLUTION: 1.Rd5! Qh4 (1…Qxd5? 2.Qxe7+ Kg8 3.Qe8#) 2.Rh5! Qf6 3.Rf5! resigns.

