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Diagram 242


A simple problem


attributed to Morphy:


White to play


and mate in 2:

A new tournament, the West Australian Open, was played over three successive weekends, March 21-29, with two games a day.  Winner was 2008 state champion Tristan Boyd with 6/7. Second was Dennis Holland (5.5) who gained the Open Reserves title, followed by Marc Vliestra (5).  State Women’s Champion Veronica Williams (2.5) became Women’s Open Champion and rating prizes were gained by Edik Gilmetdinov, Derek Elkington, Guy Booth (Under 1850 & Under 1700, all 4.5), Aaron McHugh (Under 1400, 4pts) and William Williams (Under 1200, 3pts). Here are a couple of games from the event:

            Tristan Boyd  -  Ned Tomik


               2009 WA Open, Rd 2

      Philidors Defence, Hanham Variation

1.e4 

e5 

2.Nf3 

d6 


3.d4 

Nd7 

4.Bc4 

c6 


5.Nc3 

Nb6 

6.Bb3 

Qc7 


7.a4 

a5 

8.h3 

Be7 


9.0-0 

Nf6 

10.Be3 
Nbd7 


11.Qe2 
0-0 

12.Rad1 
Re8 


13.dxe5 
dxe5(a) 
14.Bxf7+! 
Kxf7 


15.Qc4+ 
Kg6(b) 
16.Nh4+ 
Kh5 


17.Qe2+ 
Kxh4 

18.g3+ 
Kxh3 


19.f3 

resigns
a) Black had to play 13…Nxe5, preventing the ensuing sacrifice.

b) If 15…Kf8 16.Ng5 mates.


         Dennis Holland  -  Marc Vliestra


                  2009 WA Open, Rd 6


            Queens Gambit, Slav Defence  


1.d4 

Nf6 

2.Nf3 

d5

3.c4 

c6 

4.e3 

Bf5 

5.Qb3 

Qb6 

6.c5 

Qxb3(a) 

7.axb3 

Bxb1! 

8.Rxb1 
Nbd7 

9.Ra1 

e5?(b)  
10.b4 

e4 

11.Nd2 
b5(c) 

12.f3! 

exf3 

13.gxf3 
Be7 

14.Bh3 
Bd8 

15.Nb3(d) 
Ke7 

16.Ke2 
Re8 

17.Bd2 
a6 

18.Be1 
Nb8 

19.Bg3 
Nfd7 

20.Bd6+ 
Kf6(e)  

21.e4!(f) 
dxe4 

22.fxe4 
Rxe4+ 


23.Kd3 
Rh4 

24.Raf1+ 
Kg6 

25.Bf5+ 
Kh6 

26.Bg3 
Rh5 

27.Bg4 
Rg5(g) 
28.Bf4 
Kg6 

29.Bxg5 
Bxg5(h) 
a) This gives White a chance of a pawn attack on the queenside, helped by the half open b file – 6…Qc7 would be safer.

b) Black could avoid problems with 9…a6 and if 10.b4 (threat b5) move the a rook.

c) This stops12.b5 but leaves the a pawn weak.

d) Preventing 15…a5.
e) Black’s contortions to avoid a pawn loss have given him a very cramped position and now an exposed king.
f) An excellent pawn sac to get his rooks at the exposed king.

g) If 27…Rd5 simply 28.Rxf7 with continuing threats (eg 29.Be6).
h) Continued 30.h4 Bf6 31.Rhg1 Kh6 32.h5 Ra7 33.Nd2 Nf8 34.Ne4 Nbd7 35.Nd6 g6 36.Nxf7+ Kg7 37.Nd6 a5 38.bxa5 Rxa5 39.Ne8+ Kf7 40.Bxd7 Nxd7 41.Nxf6 Nxf6 42.hxg6+ hxg6 43.Rf2 Kg7 44.Rfg2 Ra2 45.Rxg6+ Kf7 46.Rg7+ Ke6 47.Re1+ Kf5 48.Rf1+ Ke6 49.Rg6 & wins.
SOLUTION: 1.Ra6!! bxa6 2.b7#.  More of Morphy in a few weeks.

 

